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entrusted by the statute of 1861, and that the responsi-
bility attaching to the careful exercise of this authority
by no means diminishes as the number of non-official
Members increases, and as the scope of their attributes
is enlarged.1'
It was, however, clearly understood, throughout the
discussion of the measure, that, subject to this ulti-
mate responsibility, the authority upon whom the duty
of making the nomination was thus cast should be
encouraged to avail himself, as far as the circumstances
permitted, of the advice and assistance of any public
bodies whose character and position rendered it likely
that they could be consulted with advantage. I will
read to the Council the words in which this part of the
subject was dealt with by the Secretary of State.
Writing on the 30th June, 1892, he says:
"It appears to me probable, nevertheless, that the
diffusion in the more advanced Provinces of education
and enlightened public spirit, and the recent organisa-
tion of Local Self-Government, may have provided, in
some instances, ways and means of which the Govern-
ments may appropriately avail themselves in determin-
ing the character that shall be given to the representa-
tion of the views of different races, classes and locali-
ties. Where Corporations have been established with
definite powers upon a recognised administrative basis,
or where Associations have been formed upon a subs-
tantial community of legitimate interests, professional,
commercial, or territorial, your Excellency and the
Local Governors may find convenience, or advantage,
in consulting, from time to time, such bodies, and in
entertaining at your discretion an expression of their
views and recommendations with regard to the selec-
tion of Members in whose qualifications they may be
'disposed to confide,"
......the Government of India, ever since I have
had the honour of being connected with it, while it
has insisted upon the ultimate responsibility of the
Government for these nominations, has constantly
urged that any" Bill which might be passed should